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Passover 5765


To Our Professional Colleagues Around the World
 

CHAG PESACH SAMEACH!!
 


When Pesach, and with it Spring, approaches, a spirit of renewal is felt in all of our endeavors. As the month of Nissan, “Rosh Chodashim”, once signified the beginning of the Jewish year, we use this Holiday of Spring for our own personal beginnings - to clean out our houses and our hearts, making space for new experiences, new hopes, and new adventures. 

Israel is about to undergo a process of far-reaching changes and new beginnings.

We hope that those of you who will be in Israel this June will be able to join us for our annual JUNE SEMINAR, to take place in Jerusalem on June 28, 2005 (immediately following the Jewish Agency Assembly), which will explore the topic of  “Fostering Democracy and Unity in Jewish Life at a Time of Radical Change”. It promises to be an interesting and thought-provoking session.
 

As always, you are welcome to visit our site at www.wcjcs.org; To encourage professional data exchange, please feel free to send us your PROFESSIONAL EVENTS and WEBSITE LINKS, to info@wcjcs.org . We will be happy to post all relevant information on our Site.
 

Wishing you and your families a Chag Sameach,
 

                         Max Kleinman and Howard Weisband, Presidents
                          Ted Comet and Dorit Rom, Executive Vice-Presidents
                               Maayan Schneider, Conference Coordinator and Office Director
 *  *  *  *  *
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PASSOVER D'VAR TORA
 

We are very grateful to Mr. Maurice Goldstein for this month’s contribution of the D'var Tora, to be found below. All Divrei Tora appearing in WCJCS Newsletters can also be found on the WCJCS Website, at www.wcjcs.org/newsletter .

 

Pesach 2005/5765
Maurice Goldstein
One of the most dramatic images inscribed in our collective Jewish consciousness is the splitting of the Red Sea, traditionally observed on the seventh day of Pesach. Artists over the past 500 years  - including some well-known Hollywood ones - have depicted that event with their own unique artistic nuances. The image of Moses standing high above the piled up waters and the masses of former slaves filing through the aquatic gateways on dry land, forever leaving their former bondage and about to begin their journey of collective spiritual responsibility to mankind, is unforgettable. 

This event was so unique in magnitude that the authors of the Haggada saw fit to include in the Seder night’s reading, a Rabbinic discussion as to how many miracles actually occurred at the Red Sea.

And yet, there is a Midrash that relates how the sea was split into 12 lanes – not one.

A lane for each of the tribes. Why did the Rabbis see fit to present this alternative pluralist scenario? Perhaps the answer can be found in one of the recurring themes of Pesach: Inclusivity, ensuring a place for all in this most profound calendar event.

Who amongst us is not aware of the religious imperative, weeks before Pesach, to collect Kimcha Depischa, tzedakkah, from amongst all members of the community, to ensure that the weakest amongst us will have the means to buy the required food for the festival? One of my strongest recollections of such a mitzvah was several years ago when I visited the Hessed in Kiev operated by the JDC, and witnessed the thousands of local poor Jews who are included in JDC’s pre – Pesach food package program.

The theme of inclusivity extends of course, into the Seder night with its famous opening statement of “Kol dichfin…” all those who do not have enough to eat, let them come and join us. Our communal Seders, globally, are a response to this challenge.

And then, onto the seventh day, where the above Midrash seems to emphasize that Jewish life is not monolithic, that there is place for diversity, and that allowance needs to be made for the different sectors of our community, in ensuring a place for all on the communal agenda.

Finally, one of the less-known dates on our calendar, Pesach Sheni, on the 14th of Iyar, symbolizes for me the epitome of inclusivity. Pesach Sheni is the quintessential second chance; in Biblical and Temple times, it was the opportunity for those who were either ritually impure or unable to complete the journey to Jerusalem in time to get there by the 14th of Nissan, to observe Pesach one month later. Its uniqueness, however, lies in the fact that those latter were able to eat the Pascal lamb, together with matzo and maror, the bitter herbs – together with hametz! Pesach Sheni symbolizes this synthesis of seeming antitheses, of creating an ultimate place for everyone.

In our communities, too, we are confronted with similar challenges – how to ensure that different groups feel part of the totality, how to demonstrate the requisite sensitivity to their needs, how to nurture the variety of voices into a Jewish symphony that will underpin our continuity.
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Maurice Goldstein is the Israel liaison to UJA –Federation of New York’s Commission on Jewish Identity and Renewal (COJIR), in Jerusalem, where he lives with his wife Sarah and six children. COJIR’s largest Israel grant currently is allocated to the Israel Association of Community Centers, in bringing Jewish Renewal to new venues.

 *  *  *  *  *
10TH WCJCS JUNE SEMINAR TO TAKE PLACE IN JERUSALEM – 28 JUNE, 2005 

“Fostering Democracy and Unity in Jewish Life at a 
Time of Radical Change – The Role of the Professional”

The Seminar will be chaired by Marc Terrill, President of The Associated: Jewish Community Federation of Baltimore, and by Emily Levy-Shochat, WCJCS Israel Board Member. The Seminar will take place on June 28th (exact time TBD), within the Jewish Agency General Assembly. Those of you who will be in Israel at this time are most welcome to join us; please RSVP to Maayan at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il .

For updates, please visit www.wcjcs.org .

*  *  *  *  *

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

11th WCJCS QUADRENNIAL TO TAKE PLACE JUNE 27-29, 2006 in Jerusalem
                                                                Theme:
              "Building a Strong Jewish Future During a Time of Change 

– The Role of the Professional"
 

The Conference will take place at the beautiful JERUSALEM REGENCY HOTEL.

It will include three Clusters – Human Services, Jewish Education and Community Building - each to be broken into Professional Tracks.

The Clusters and Professional Tracks cover the broad variety of Communal Service fields, including Community Building and Development, Jewish Education, Professional Development, Family and Children, Vulnerable Populations, Aging, Youth and Young Adults and more.


For more details, please visit www.wcjcs.org/summer2006Q.htm
 

*  *  *  *  *

WCJCS Joins in JCCA Professional Seminar
 
For the first time, WCJCS participated in the bi-annual Seminar for Center professionals sponsored by the Jewish Community Centers Association. Over 500 professionals from all over North America came to Philadelphia on April 4 – 5, for two intensive days of learning and sharing.
 
The role of WCJCS was to bring in the international outlook and connection of Klal Yisrael.

To that end,  WCJCS co-sponsored the Opening Plenary that featured Professor Shulamit Reinharz of Brandeis University as keynoter and also sponsored two workshops. 

Ted Comet conducted a workshop on how to bring the overseas component into the Community Centers, which Smadar Bar-Akiva, Director of the WCJCC co-led. 

In the second workshop, Rabbi Richard Marker discussed grantsmanship and the latest trends in Jewish philanthropic giving.   
 

*  *  *  *  *

NEW WCJCS LINKS

Two links recently added to our site are:

· International Association of Jewish Vocational Services  – www.iajvs.org 
IAJVS is a not-for-profit association that links 29 health and human service agencies 

in the United States, Canada, Israel and Argentina to provide a wide range of 

educational, vocational, and rehabilitation services. Through the IAJVS member 

agencies, individuals seeking to improve their lives gain access to a vast array of 

services such as career management, skills training, rehabilitation programs, and 

health services.

· International Raoul Wallenberg Foundation -  www.raoulwallenberg.net 

The IRWF is a public non-profit organization, dedicated to keep the example of Raoul Wallenberg alive all over the world, with the aim of promoting peace among nations and people, as well as developing educational projects based on concepts of solidarity, dialogue and understanding, with no distinctions.
 *  *  *  *  *
                                                     THANK YOU
Thank you for your interest in WCJCS! If you would like to get involved in WCJCS activities worldwide, please e-mail WCJCS Executive Vice President Ted Comet at ted@jdcny.org , or Israel Office Director Maayan Schneider at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il .

Please feel free to disseminate this newsletter among your colleagues.

· Has your e-mail address changed?

· Would you like to join the WCJCS mailing list? 

Drop us a line at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il and we'll be happy to add your e-mail to our list!
With very best Pesach wishes to all our colleagues around the world,

Max Kleinman and Howard Weisband, WCJCS Presidents
Ted Comet and Dorit Rom, WCJCS Vice Presidents
Maayan Schneider, Office Director and Conference Coordinator
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