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Purim 5765


To Our Professional Colleagues Around the World
 

A  VERY HAPPY PURIM!
 


”MisheNichnas Adar, Marbin BeSimcha” – We hope that the holiday of Purim provides many happy occasions for our Jewish professional colleagues around the world. This holiday reminds us that in contrast to Passover, where deliverance was divine, Purim demonstrates the capacity of committed leadership to shape Jewish destiny. 

Please see below some opportunities for inter-professional meetings in Israel and North America, as well as news about our April 2005 Sessions at the JCCA Professional Conference and our June, 2006 Quadrennial Conference in Israel, bringing together professionals from around the world.
We hope you will be able to join us at some of these activities.
 

As always, you are welcome to visit our site at www.wcjcs.org; To encourage professional data exchange, please feel free to send us your PROFESSIONAL EVENTS and WEBSITE LINKS, to info@wcjcs.org . We will be happy to post all relevant information on our Site.
 

Wishing you and your families a Chag Sameach,
 

                         Max Kleinman and Howard Weisband, Presidents
                          Ted Comet and Dorit Rom, Executive Vice-Presidents
                               Maayan Schneider, Conference Coordinator and Office Director
 *  *  *  *  *
Contents- March 2005 Newsletter:

1. D'var Tora by Rabbi Paul Freedman

2. WCJCS Quadrennial: 27 - 29 June, 2006, Jerusalem – Cluster Chair and Location 

News!

3. WCJCS Plenary and Workshops at JCCA Professional Conference, 3 - 6 April 2005 – 

Philadelphia

4. WCJCS 10th Annual June Seminar to take place in Jerusalem, June 2005 : 

Fostering Democracy and Unity in Jewish Life at a Time of Radical Change – 

The Role of the Professional
5. A successful WCJCS session at NAASE Synagogue Directors mission to Israel, 

26 February 2005
6. WCJCS Website www.wcjcs.org - Send us your links!

 

*  *  *  *  *

PURIM D'VAR TORA
 

We are very grateful to Rabbi Paul Freedman of Jerusalem for this month’s contribution of the D'var Tora, to be found below. All Divrei Tora appearing in WCJCS Newsletters can also be found on the WCJCS Website, at www.wcjcs.org/newsletter/  .

 

Purim 2005/5765
Rabbi Paul Freedman
"Therefore, because of all that was written in this letter, and because of what they had experienced, and what had happened to them, the Jews confirmed and undertook upon themselves, and their posterity, and upon all who might join them to observe these two days without fail, in the manner prescribed and in the proper time each year." (Esther 9:27)

 

The Talmud in Tractate Megillah goes much further on expounding  this verse. It reminds us of the Midrash that when we stood at Sinai, playing on the words "B'Tachtit  HaHar - at the base of the mountain", God held the mountain over Am Yisrael, proclaiming “…That they should accept the Torah or…”,  and that it was only after our victory over Haman and the forces he represented that we accepted the Torah willingly.

 

Interesting. Just a few verses before, we read, " …the Jews organized and defended themselves, gaining relief from the foes, slaying seventy- five thousand of their enemies.... "   (Esther 9:16)  

This voluntary acceptance came after we reversed a decree that would have led to our annihilation.   A few days ago, the new Yad VaShem Holocaust Museum was dedicated.  More heads of states and senior representatives came to Jerusalem than any time since Rabin's funeral (actually even more).

 

There is a lesson to be found in the story of Purim. "Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh LaZeh" - We are responsible for each other. If we as a people stand together,  we can deal with both our internal and external challenges. Purim reminds us that wherever we are, we have a duty and a responsibility to each other.

 

Without knowledge of Judaism,  there can be no understanding of Judaism .Without the study of our past, there can be no concern for our future. Without interaction and tolerance, there can be no unity and certainly no love.

 

You, who are  the  worldwide  Jewish  communal  professionals, understand this and are devoting your lives to the preservation and unity of Am Yisrael, both in Israel and in the Diaspora. 

My wife and I are blessed, after many years of working with and enjoying the Jewish youth of North America, to be here in Israel, in Jerusalem, together with our children and grandchildren. Through the doors of our home come soldiers, teenagers, visiting groups and individuals from abroad.                                         

 

We hope that you too will knock on our  door. We look forward to seeing you soon.

 

Rabbi Paul Freedman
59 King George Street,
Jerusalem, Israel
Telephone: 02 6256205
Mobile:050 5420029
Fax:02 6222254
e-mail: nina_f@netvision.net.il 

Rabbi Paul Freedman made Aliyah in 1991 after directing the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism's Department of Youth Activities from 1967. In Israel, he served as the Head of the Desk for English-Speaking Countries in the Jewish Agency's Youth Department and then Director of the North American Desk in its Department of Education. He currently serves as International Liaison for Project Reconnect, which is reconnecting with the many thousands of alumni from the Conservative Movement's Youth programs, both abroad and in Israel. He is married to Nina, with three sons and ten grandchildren, all of whom reside in Israel.
 

 *  *  *  *  *
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

11th WCJCS QUADRENNIAL TO TAKE PLACE JUNE 27-29, 2006 in Jerusalem
                                                                Theme:
              "Building a Strong Jewish Future During a Time of Change 

– The Role of the Professional"
 

The Conference will take place at the beautiful JERUSALEM REGENCY HOTEL.

It will include three Clusters – Human Services, Jewish Education and Community Building - each to be broken into Professional Tracks.

The Cluster Chairs for the 2006 Quadrennial are:

 

Human Services Cluster

Haim Posner, Israeli Chair; Director, Division of Personal and Social Services, 

Israel Ministry of Social Affairs

Gail Magaliff, North American Chair; COO/Human Services,  F.E.G.S. Health and 

Human Services System

Pia Cohen, European Chair; Responsible for the Survey Department, Fonds Social 

Juif Unifié
Jewish Education Cluster

Dr. Debbie Weissman, Israeli Chair
Dr. Jon Woocher, North American Chair; President, Jewish Education Service 

of North America

Jo Toledano, European Chair; Director, Institut André Neher

Community Building Cluster

Baruch Sugarman, Israeli Chair; Director, Community Work Service, 

Israel Ministry of Social Affairs

Dr. Misha Galperin, North American Chair; Executive Director and CEO,

 Jewish Federation of Greater Washington

Neville Kluk, European Chair; Executive Director, European Council of Jewish 

Communities

The Clusters and Professional Tracks will cover the broad variety of Communal Service fields, including Community Building and Development, Jewish Education, Professional Development, Family and Children, Vulnerable Populations, Aging, Youth and Young Adults and more.


For more details, please visit www.wcjcs.org/summer2006Q.htm
 

*  *  *  * *

WCJCS Plenary and Workshops at JCCA Professional Conference, 3 - 6 April 2005 - The Marriott, Philadelphia, PA
 

For the first time, WCJCS will be co-sponsoring sessions at this conference for professionals from Jewish Community Centers. 

They include the Opening Plenary, featuring a Keynote Address by Prof. Shulamit Reinharz of Brandeis University, and two Seminars, one led by Ted Comet on "Extending Our Reach -- Deepening our Connection to Israel and Jewish Communities Worldwide" and a second one led by Dr. Richard Marker on "New Approaches to Fund Raising". 
 

For more information about the JCCA Professional Conference, please visit http://www.jcca.org/PC_info.htm
  *  *  *  *  *

10TH WCJCS JUNE SEMINAR TO TAKE PLACE IN JERUSALEM – JUNE 2005 

“Fostering Democracy and Unity in Jewish Life at a 
Time of Radical Change – The Role of the Professional”

The Seminar will be chaired by Marc Terrill, President of The Associated: Jewish Community Federation of Baltimore, and will take place in late June (exact date TBD), within the Jewish Agency General Assembly. Those of you who will be in Israel at this time are welcome to join us.

For updates, please visit www.wcjcs.org .


   *  *  *  *  *

Over 70 professionals attended the WCJCS Reception and Program Session within the North American Association of Synagogue Executives (NAASE) conference in Israel, 26 February 2005 

As part of the WCJCS effort to connect and collaborate with professional organizations around the world, WCJCS Israel made contact with NAASE leadership in relation to the organization’s Conference in Israel, February 21-28, 2005, which included 134 participants.

The very successful and well-attended Shabbat session began with an introduction by NAASE President Glenn Easton, who explained the importance of the WCJCS to national organizations like NAASE, connecting them to Jewish professionals in different fields not only in North America, but around the world.

WCJCS Associate President, Howard Weisband, presented the WCJCS and its work around the world, and invited the NAASE constituents to become involved in the organization and in the planning of the upcoming WCJCS Conference , to take place in Jerusalem, June 27-29, 2006. 

WCJCS Office Director and Conference Coordinator, Maayan Schneider, presented the 2006 conference and its major proposed topics: Human Services, Jewish Education, and Community Building. She referred the attendees to the list of Clusters and Professional Tracks, and noted that as synagogue administrators, they can contribute from their knowledge and experience to all three of these areas; we welcome their input.

WCJCS Board Member Solomon Green, a veteran communal professional and former Dean of the Yeshiva University Wurzweiler School of Social Work, provided a brief D’var Torah relating the week’s Parashat Ki-Tisa to the Jewish communal profession.

Howard Weisband concluded the session quoting two contemporary Jewish thinkers, Prof. David Hartman (WCJCS’s 2003 Quadrennial Keynote Speaker) and the late Prof. Daniel Elazar. Each spoke in his own way of the importance of living as Jews, spiritually and communally, within the global Jewish community and as part of the world at large.  Creating connections between NAASE as a national professional organization and WCJCS, a global one, will help our professional community achieve these mutual goals.

We hope this session will open the door to continuing contact between NAASE and WCJCS, and we welcome ideas and contributions from NAASE members, for we all share in the goal of strengthening Klal Yisrael. To visit the NAASE Website, please go to www.naase.org .

 *  *  *  *  *
SEND US YOUR LINKS!
We are constantly adding new organizational links to our Website. 

Would you like your organization or project to be listed among the WCJCS links? Have a site you've found useful in your work?

Write us at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il  or Recommend a link at www.wcjcs.org/recommendlink.asp
 

 *  *  *  *  *
                                                     THANK YOU
Thank you for your interest in WCJCS! If you would like to get involved in WCJCS activities worldwide, please e-mail WCJCS Executive Vice President Ted Comet at ted@jdcny.org , or Israel Office Director Maayan Schneider at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il .

Please feel free to disseminate this newsletter among your colleagues.

Would you like to join the WCJCS mailing list? Drop us a line at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il and we'll be happy to add your e-mail to our list!
With very best wishes to all our colleagues around the world,

Max Kleinman and Howard Weisband, WCJCS Presidents
Ted Comet and Dorit Rom, WCJCS Vice Presidents
Maayan Schneider, Office Director and Conference Coordinator
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