WCJCS May 2005 Newsletter [image: image1.wmf]
Lag B’Omer 5765


To Our Professional Colleagues Around the World
 

A Wonderful Lag B’Omer to your and your families.

Around the Jewish world, Lag B’Omer is celebrated as a day of joy, a respite from the sorrows of Sfirat HaOmer. If one drives around Israel on the eve of the holiday, he will witness a country full of bonfires, from north to south, east to west, marking the date;

on this day, young boys get their hair cut and couples are wed.

We hope the joy of the day will be a harbinger of much happiness and celebration.

Please see some of the news we celebrate in the pages below; we hope to see you take part in our upcoming events.

 

As always, you are welcome to visit our site at www.wcjcs.org; To encourage professional data exchange, please feel free to send us your PROFESSIONAL EVENTS

to info@wcjcs.org . We will be happy to post all relevant information on our Site.
 

Wishing you a Chag Sameach,
 

                         Max Kleinman and Howard Weisband, Presidents
                          Ted Comet and Dorit Rom, Executive Vice-Presidents
                               Maayan Schneider, Office Director and Conference Coordinator 
 

*  *  *  *  *
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*  *  *  *  *

LAG B’OMER  D'VAR TORA
 

We are very grateful to Ms. Roni Yavin for this month’s contribution of the D'var Tora, to be found below. All Divrei Tora appearing in WCJCS Newsletters can also be found on the WCJCS Website, at www.wcjcs.org/newsletter .

A Menacing Fire in Israel

By Roni Yavin, Executive Director of Elul

As the eve of Lag B’Omer and the joyful cries of children around the bonfires approach, it is hard not to think about other “bonfires” lit nowadays in major Israeli intersections and in the areas where the separation fence is being constructed. 

In this context, it is worthwhile to recall the period when Rabbi Simeon Bar-Yohai (Rashbi) and his son Eleazar sat in a cave for 12 years, and what happened when they emerged [Talmud Bavli, Shabbat Tractate, page 33, column 2. Below: from Braude’s English Translation of The Book of Legends, Sefer Ha’Agaddah]:
“They dwelled twelve years in the cave. […It was] announced: “Who will inform the son of Yohai that Caesar is dead and his decree annulled?” 

So they went out, and, seeing people plowing and sowing, R. Simeon exclaimed, “these men forsake life eternal and engage in life temporal!”

Whatever they cast their eyes upon was immediately incinerated.  At that, a divine voice went forth and said, “Have you come out to destroy My world? Return to your cave!”

So they returned and remained there twelve months longer.”

When they next emerged from the cave: “[…] Wherever R. Eleazar bruised anyone’s feelings, R. Simeon would heal them, saying, “My son, it is enough for the world if only you and I [occupy ourselves with Torah].”  Later on, “their minds were put at ease”. 

I would like to expound upon the nature of the divine voice addressing the story’s protagonists. It is well known that the two had studied Torah and became complete and pure Tzadikkim – even before their sojourn in the cave, let alone after leaving it. 

And yet – in light of their behavior after leaving their prolonged solitude – they were ordered by the voice to return to the cave and remain there for another year. 

To teach us: even those who are convinced that they are complete Tzadikkim, and that truth is on their side – and are willing to set a fire whenever and wherever they wish to, in the name of that truth – should be called on and inquired: Have you come to destroy the world?!

This does not mean that there is no rationale in the both the claims of the tire burners and in the arguments of the fence demonstrators. But they should be “sent to the cave” for another twelve months, not only to repeat their own truth over and over, but also to explore – in private and with some humility – other truths, and reflect upon the meaning of destruction.

Only after they recognize their true place in our practical world – not the inflammable one – should they allow themselves to emerge and join the public.

The evidence thereof is to be found in the lovely end to the story about Rashbi and his son, who as it was getting dark on the Sabbath eve saw an old man holding two bundles of myrtles in his hand, and running in the twilight:

“When they asked him, ‘What are these for?’ he replied, “They are in honor of the Sabbath.”

“But one bundle should be enough!”

“One is for ‘Remember’ [Exod. 20:8] and the other for ‘Observe’ [Deut. 5:12].”

Said R. Simeon to his son, “See how precious commandments are to Israel!”

And then-

“Then their minds were put at ease.”


At the Elul Center for Pluralistic Study – as in other places -  people with political views that are polar opposites to each other work together. Not people who believe that “the world and its orders should be burned”  for an absolute truth, but those who call – like the divine voice: “Stop the fire – until your minds are put at ease!”
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Roni Yavin is the Executive Director of Elul, a Center for Pluralistic Jewish Study and Dialogue in Jerusalem. Roni has a Master's degree in Jewish Education from the Hebrew University, specializing in creative pedagogy in teaching Talmud to diverse populations. She lives in Har Adar, Israel, with her husband and three children.  
elul@netvision.net.il                    www.elulbm.org.il

*  *  *  *  *

10TH WCJCS JUNE SEMINAR TO TAKE PLACE IN JERUSALEM – 28 JUNE, 2005, 4 –6 P.M.
“Fostering Democracy and Unity in Jewish Life at a 
Time of Radical Change – The Role of the Professional”

The Seminar will be co-chaired by Marc Terrill, President of The Associated: Jewish Community Federation of Baltimore, and by Emily Levy-Shochat, WCJCS Israel Board Member. The Seminar will take place at the Jerusalem Dan Panorama, 39 Keren HaYessod St., on June 28th, 2005 between 4:00 – 6:00 p.m., within the timeframe of the Jewish Agency General Assembly. Those of you who will be in Israel at this time are most welcome to join us; please RSVP to Maayan at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il .

For updates, please visit www.wcjcs.org .

*  *  *  *  *

“HOW DOES SOCIETY SUPPORT FAMILIES OF CHILDREN IN EARLY CHILDHOOD?” 

Myers-JDC-Brookdale Seminar,  June 15, 2005 at Maale HaHamisha

Keynote presentations at the Seminar are:

· The Impact of Domestic Violence on Early Mental Health: Assessment, Treatment, and Empirical Findings – Alicia F. Lieberman, Ph.D. Professor and Vice Chair, University of California at San Francisco Department of Psychiatry; Director, Child Trauma Research Project, San Francisco General Hospital

· Children in Early Childhood in Israel: Needs and Responses in Light of Current Findings – Talal Dolev, Director, Engelberg Center for Children and Youth, Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute 

For more information, please see the program attached. Queries and RSVP to children@jdc.org.il .

* Find this and other world Jewish events on the WCJCS World Jewish Professional Calendar, located at www.wcjcs.org/calendar .





*  *  *  *  *

                                                     THANK YOU

Thank you for your interest in WCJCS!

If you would like to get involved in WCJCS activities worldwide, please e-mail WCJCS Executive Vice President Ted Comet at ted@jdcny.org , or Israel Office Director Maayan Schneider at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il .

Please feel free to disseminate this newsletter among your colleagues. 

· Has your e-mail address changed?

· Would you like to join the WCJCS mailing list? 

Drop us a line at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il and we'll be happy to add your e-mail to our list!
With very best wishes to all our colleagues around the world,

Max Kleinman and Howard Weisband, WCJCS Presidents
Ted Comet and Dorit Rom, WCJCS Vice Presidents
Maayan Schneider, Office Director and Conference Coordinator
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