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To Our Professional Colleagues Around the World
 

HAPPY AND MEANINGFUL TU B'SHVAT!
 

Tu B'Shvat is a holiday celebrating nature's renewal, and we hope that this year will be one of personal and professional growth and renewal to all of us within our communities - and in our collaborations with each other.
 

Please see below some opportunities for inter-professional meetings in Israel and North America, as well as our updated dates for the 2006 Quadrennial Conference in Israel, bringing together professionals from around the world.
We hope you will be able to join us at some of these activities.
 

As always, you are welcome to visit our site at www.wcjcs.org; To encourage professional data exchange, please feel free to send us your PROFESSIONAL EVENTS and WEBSITE LINKS, to info@wcjcs.org . We will be happy to post all relevant information on our Site.
 

Wishing you and your families a Chag Sameach,
 

                         Max Kleinman and Howard Weisband, Presidents
                          Ted Comet and Dorit Rom, Executive Vice-Presidents
                               Maayan Schneider, Conference Coordinator and Office Manager
 *  *  *  *  *
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 *  *  *  *  *
TU B'SHVAT D'VAR TORA
 

To invest greater significance in an underobserved Jewish holiday, we are happy to include a Tu B'Shvat D'var Tora in this edition of the WCJCS Newsletter. We plan to do so for every holiday occasion.

 

We are very grateful to Rabbi Richard A. Marker, Officer and former Vice President of the WCJCS, for contributing the first D'var Tora, to be found below. This D'var Tora and subsequent ones will also appear on the WCJCS Website. 

 

Some thoughts on Tu b’shvat 2005/5765
By Richard A. Marker
    Tsunamis, earthquakes, mudslides, tornadoes, snow blizzards, and floods – are all headlines as I write this.  Could one possibly have more external justification for pausing to consider the import of the physical and created world at this time?  While the rabbinic and mystical traditions of Judaism give us much text to understand and interpret tu b’shvat, it is the external context which gives the day its power and meaning.
One of the Talmud’s four “new years”, the traditional “new year of the trees” reminds us that, just as we are mandated to embrace our relationship with the G-d of History, or observe the laws of the G-d of Revelation, or honor the ethical and religious imperative to cherish our relationship and responsibilities with our fellow human beings, so too we must embrace the created world – the place we share with all creatures and all living things.    
Nature understands no national boundary, favors no particular history, elects no ruler, and respects no private claims.  A tree does not decide who shall pick its fruit.  Rain in its season feeds all; rain outside of its season floods all.  The warming of the earth or the depletion of the ozone layer will show no mercy to those of any particular race or creed.    The created world is our one true common base, that which binds all human beings with a common destiny – a destiny which transcends all other divides.
Yet, the Jewish tradition tells us that we are not and must not be passive inhabitants of this created world.  The land must be nourished and cherished to sustain us.  It deserves the rest of a sabbatical year.  Fruit bearing trees must be protected even in times of war – on the assumption that human foible will one day end and all will need the sustenance that their fruit will provide.  There is an ethic to how we must treat our animals – indeed even how we should slaughter those permissible to eat.  
For most of us, and I am among them, our daily life is very removed from the land.  I live in an urban environment, buy my food at the markets, and trust that clean water will regularly flow into our apartment.  It is easy to ignore the impact of run-off on our water sources, to underestimate the impact of pesticides on our health – or on the health of our children.    Trees, for people like me, are sources of shade and aesthetics, not imminent sources of nourishment.   If pollution from our cars destroys one, a young sapling will replace it.  How easy to forget that the very same pollution destroys the source of that which is so plentiful in our local markets.
How easy, too, to ignore that our own behaviors, as individuals, but also as communities, make a difference.  If the USA were to adopt readily available environmentally friendly technologies, we would immediately reduce our dependence on non-renewable energy sources by 10-20%!  One might make a case that, given global politics and environmental urgencies, it should be mandatory that Jews drive only hybrid powered vehicles, and retrofit our institutions to meet higher environmental standards.   If we were to take our own halachic mandate of “bal tash-chit” seriously we would be leaders in recycling and avoiding unnecessary consumption.  
Tu b’shvat allows us to celebrate the land of Israel as well.  In recent years, Tu b’shvat s’darim have become more prevalent.  They use the fruits and metaphors of eretz yisrael to remind us that all Jews are physically or metaphysically connected to a place.  That is a land which must be nourished in every way, and none of us is exempt from that responsibility.  
Kol mi she’oskim b’tzarchai tzibur be’emunah [all who are in good faith and faithfully occupied with the needs of the community]  - that certainly includes all who work in Jewish communal professions – must endorse the largest mandate of tu b’shvat: The “needs of the community” - feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, housing the homeless, comforting the bereaved, healing the sick, educating all, providing leadership for a renaissance of Jewish life - must also include the reverence and care for the very created world which enables and sustains us all. 
Richard A. Marker, a rabbi, is now Senior Fellow in NYU’s Heyman Center for Philanthropy and an independent advisor to foundations and philanthropists.  Previously, he worked in one capacity or another for the Jewish community for 35 years, and has been a Vice President of the WCJCS.
 *  *  *  *  *
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

11th WCJCS QUADRENNIAL TO TAKE PLACE JUNE 27-29, 2006 in Jerusalem
                                                                Theme:
              "Building the Jewish Future During a Time of Change – The Role of the Professional"
 

We are pleased to announce that the Planning Chairs for the 2006 Quadrennial are:

 

Program Chairs:
Alan Hoffmann, Director General, Department for Jewish Zionist Education, Jewish Agency for Israel
Jacob Solomon, Executive Vice-President, Miami Jewish Federation

 

Overall Professional Track Chairs:
Dvora Blum, Deputy General Director of United Jewish Communities Israel Office

Alisa Rubin-Kurshan, Vice President for Strategic Planning and Organizational Resources, UJA-Federation of New York

Andree Katz, International Program Coordinator, Fonds Social Juif Unifie, France

 

Professional Tracks will cover the broad variety of Communal Service fields, including Community Building and Development, Jewish Education, Professional Development, Family and Children, Vulnerable Populations, Aging, Youth and Young Adults and more.


For more details, please visit www.wcjcs.org/summer2006Q.htm
 

 *  *  *  *  *
WCJCS to sponsor High Tea in upcoming NAASE mission to Israel, 26 February 2005
 
WCJCS will sponsor a "High Tea" session as part of the upcoming study mission of NAASE, the North American Association of Synagogue Executives. 
 
The program will include an introduction of WCJCS and the upcoming June, 2006 Quadrennial. We will present the Quadrennial's professional aspects to the NAASE program participants and ask for their input and thoughts on opportunities for NAASE at the conference, as well as points that draw their interest in the Quadrennial program.
 
The session will be held on the afternoon of Saturday, February 26th at the Jerusalem Sheraton, and end with a Havadallah service. WCJCS members who will be within walking distance of the hotel are welcome to attend;  please RSVP to Maayan at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il .
 

 

 *  *  *  *  *

 

WCJCS Plenary and Workshops at JCCA Professional Conference, 3 - 6 April 2005 - The Marriott, Philadelphia, PA
 

WCJCS for the first time will be co-sponsoring sessions at this conference for professionals from Jewish Community 

Centers. They include the Opening Plenary, featuring a Keynote Address by Prof. Shulamit Reinharz of Brandeis University, and two Seminars, one led by Ted Comet on "Extending Our Reach -- Deepening our Connection to Israel and Jewish Communities Worldwide" and a second one led by Dr. Richard Marker on "New Approaches to Fund Raising". 
 

For more information about the JCCA Professional Conference, please go to http://www.jcca.org/PC_info.htm
 *  *  *  *  *
WCJCS European Seminar presentations online: www.wcjcs.org/marseilles
 

Log onto www.wcjcs.org/marseilles to read presentations from Lithuania, England and the Former Soviet Union given at the WCJCS European Seminar in Marseilles in October 2004.

 

 *  *  *  *  *
SEND US YOUR LINKS!
 

Would you like your organization or project to be listed among the WCJCS links? Have a site you've found useful in your work?

Write us at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il  or Recommend a link at www.wcjcs.org/recommendlink.asp
 

                                     

 

 *  *  *  *  *
                                                     THANK YOU
Thank you for your interest in WCJCS! If you would like to get involved in WCJCS activities worldwide, please e-mail WCJCS Executive Vice President Ted Comet at ted@jdcny.org , or Israel Office Manager Maayan Schneider at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il .

Please feel free to disseminate this newsletter among your colleagues.

Would you like to join the WCJCS mailing list? Drop us a line at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il and we'll be happy to add your e-mail to our list!
With very best wishes to all our colleagues around the world,

Max Kleinman and Howard Weisband, WCJCS Presidents
Ted Comet and Dorit Rom, WCJCS Vice Presidents
Maayan Schneider, Office Manager and Conference Coordinator
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