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To: 
Professional Participants in WCJCS 2003 Quadrennial
From: Max Kleinman, WCJCS President and Howard Weisband, WCJCS 

 
Associate President

Dear Colleagues,

As the newly elected presidents of WCJCS, we are very pleased to start off 2004 by extending warmest good wishes for a rewarding and more peaceful year.

We also want to express our pleasure in having had your participation in our

Nov.12 –16, 2003 Quadrennial in Jerusalem, and we look forward to your continuing  involvement in our efforts to increase the connection, networking and interchange among Jewish Communal Professionals worldwide.
  

While several years of planning and much effort went into organizing the 2003 Quadrennial, it succeeded beyond all our expectations in terms of attendance --
the conference drew over 500 attendees from from 20 countries, and sustained a high level of professionalism in the 5 Plenaries, 6 Forums and 48 individual sessions within the 9 Professional Tracks. 

This remarkable achievement was due to the quality of the preparations, the thoughtful presentations and the vigorous  engagement of the participants  -- which means all of  you. For in the end, you were the ones who made possible the spirit and intensity of the gathering. So we say Yasher Koach all around.

We also want here to recognize the dedication of those who planned the Quadrennial: our past presidents -- Howard Charish and Jack Habib; Executive Vice-Presidents -- Ted Comet and Dorit Rom; Program Chairs -- Bob Aronson, Danny Pins and Guy Seniak; Professional Track Chairs --  Audrey Weiner and Naomi Nachenson;   Conference Coordinator – Maayan Schneider; and the Chairs of the 9 Professional Tracks, who managed to overcome geography and the variety of contexts to come up with a coherent and meaningful program. 


We feel honored by having been elected presidents and we look forward eagerly to building on the success of the Quadrennial. We want to take advantage of the possibilites provided by the internet/Website to facilitate interchange, especially in the area of the Professional Tracks. 
       

To help us with our planning, please fill out and return the enclosed Evaluation Form; We welcome your ideas as to how WCJCS can be helpful to you. Please send the forms by e-mail to Maayan Schneider at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il , or by fax to her at +972-2-649-4726. THANK YOU.
        

You will shortly recieve the full list of Quadrennial participants, including their 

e-mail addresses, so that you can also continue contacts and relationships formed at the conference. Our new website will contain the major papers given at the Conference, as well as provide e-learning opportunities and serve as a tool to connect professionals around the world. 


Lastly, we feel that the Quadrennial gave us all a great chance to appreciate the ever-growing importance of the leadership role of the Jewish communal professional in  strengthening Jewish communal life, and that we have much to gain from each other in addressing the critical issues that face us today.

Our nearest future activities planned include participation in the May, 2004 ECJC Conference in Budapest, a June, 2004 WCJCS Seminar in Jerusalem dealing with Hunger in Israel , a WCJCS- European Region Conference in Marseilles, France in September, 2004 and a North American WCJCS conference next year. More details will follow about all of these exciting events.

We would love to hear your comments and suggestions – please feel free to write us at through the WCJCS office, at wcjcs@matnasim.org.il . In addition, if any of your colleagues would like to be added to our mailing list, please send their names and 

e-mail addresses to Maayan as well.

       
We look forward to connecting, informing and elevating the skills of Jewish Communal Professionals all over the world – with you.

       


Max Kleinman                         Howard Weisband
WCJCS President                    WCJCS Associate President
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